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Every May in Okinawa, dragon boat races are held to pray for safe voyages and the
prosperity of villages. However, in Omine, Naha City, there is a performance that
simulates rowing a boat on land. Why do they want to perform on land?

During the Ryukyu Kingdom era, it was customary to hold a dragon boat race
at Ryutan Pond near Shurijo Castle in order to entertain Chinese envoys who
authenticated the enthronement of the king. In order to prepare for it, a large number
of people had to carry three dragon boats up to Ryutan Pond on a hill 5 km away
from Naha. At that time, the sailors who escorted the boat raised flags, sang songs,
played gongs, and many people flocked to the sights, making it a grand parade.

It is speculated that the land rowing as a performing art was born in order to

remember such a gorgeous parade of land transportation of dragon boats.
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